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Algorithm for Male Infertiltiy 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
      
 
 
 

Present 

Yes Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Abnormal 

Abnormal 

Abnormal 
Normal 

Normal Absent 

No causal factor 

Causal factor  

Spermatozoa   

Iatrogenic causes   Iatrogenic factor  

Testosterone: low 
+FSH: not elevated 
or prolactin elevated

Criteria of infection 

Varicocele 

Acquired testicular 
factor

Congenital factor 

Systemic and/or 
environmental 
factors

Endocrine causes  

Accessory gland 
infection 

Varicocele 

Acquired testicular 
damage 

Congenital causes 

Systemic causes 

Motility    

Concentration   

Idiopathic 
Teratozoospermia  

Idiopathic 
Asthenozoospermia 

Idiopathic 
Oligozoospermia 

Morphology    

No 

Abnormal 

Normal Normal 

Abnormal 

Adequate 

Sexual and/or 
ejaculatory function  

Antibody-coated 
spermatozoa   

Characteristics of 
spermatozoa   

Isolated seminal 
plasma abnormalities

No demonstrable 
cause  

Immunological causes  

Sexual and ejaculatory 
dysfunction  

Seminal plasma  

Inadequate 

Yes 

Complete 

Incomplete 

Abnormal 

Normal 

Testicular volume 
FSH  

Testicular biopsy 
spermatogenesis 

Idiopathic 
Asthenozoospermia 

Obstructive 
azoospermia   



Algorithm for Male Infertility  

 - 2 - 

Rowe PJ, Comhaire FH, Hargareave TB, Mellows HJ.  World Health Organization (WHO) Manual for the Standardized Investigation and 
Diagnosis of the Infertile Couple.  Cambridge, UK:  Press Syndicate of the University of Cambridge; 1993:32 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


